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SARATOGA SPRINGS CONFERENCE 



The Fortieth Conference of the Amer- 
ican Library Association will be held at 
Saratoga Springs, New York, from Monday 
to Saturday, July 1-6, 1918. Headquarters 
will be at the Grand Union Hotel (1200 
rooms, rates, $5, $6 and $7 per day, Ameri- 
can plan). Numerous smaller and less ex- 
pensive hotels will be available ; names and 
rates will be announced in the May Bulle- 
tin and in the library periodicals. Direc- 
tions will then be given for making reser- 
vations. 

THE PROGRAM 

The theme of the program will naturally 
be the war and what libraries and libra- 
rians are doing and can do to help win it. 
Five general sessions will be held, the first 
Monday evening, July 1, at which Presi- 
dent Montgomery will deliver the Presi- 
dent's address. An informal reception will 
follow. At the second session, on the 
morning of July 2, the War Service com- 
mittee will present a comprehensive re- 
port of the war work. The third session, 
on the morning of July 3, will take the 
form of a symposium on "What our library 
is doing to help win the war," with short 
contributions from five or six representa- 
tives of different types of libraries, with 
the "meeting then thrown open." The 
president is planning for a patriotic pro- 
gram on the afternoon of the Fourth, with 
perhaps an oration by a man of national 
prominence, and other features. Friday's 
session will bring addresses on the spirit 
of the war literature and the future of 
American libraries. The general sessions 
will be held in the commodious Conven- 
tion Auditorium, a few steps from the 
Grand Union. 

The various sections, affiliated societies 
and round tables will all hold sessions, ac- 
cording to present expectations. The war 
will be their principal theme. 

The Agricultural Libraries Section will 
discuss the general subject of libraries and 
war service in connection with food con- 
servation and production. The Catalog 



Section will have a paper on the work 
of the war work indexers and catalog- 
ers in Washington and how catalogers 
can help. The theme of the Children's 
Librarians' Section will be "The children 
of a nation at war." The Professional 
Training Section will have a paper on 
the reactions of the war upon library 
training, and another on a couple of ex- 
periments being tried out this winter in 
secondary training in library work. 

The National Association of State Libra- 
ries and the American Association of Law 
Libraries will hold a joint session and one 
or two independent sessions each. "The 
work of state libraries in war time," "Col- 
lecting and cataloging official war docu- 
ments," and "Recent changes in state li- 
brary laws," are some of the papers on the 
program of the former association. 

The Government Documents Round Ta- 
ble is to have a paper on "Government 
documents relating to the war." The 
Round Table of the Libraries of Religion 
and Theology will discuss the war and the 
mission field, and the effect of the war on 
theological literature and theological semi- 
naries. 

The camp librarians will hold a round 
table to thresh out solutions for some of 
the camp library problems. 

The other sections and affiliated societies 
have not yet announced their programs 
but are working on them. 

Saturday, July 6, will be observed as 
"New York State Library Day," and the 
Association will be guests of the New 
York State Library at Albany, stopping off 
there for the day on the way home. A 
morning program commemorating the one- 
hundredth anniversary of the founding of 
that library, a luncheon tendered by the 
library, and tours of the Education Build- 
ing in the afternoon will be features of the 
day, concluding in ample time for evening 
trains and the New York boat. 

Further particulars of the program will 
be printed in the May Bulletin. 



TRAVEL ANNOUNCEMENT 



Saratoga Springs is thirty-nine miles 
north of Albany, N. Y., on the Delaware 
and Hudson railroad. It is easily reached 
by train from all parts of the United States 
and Canada. There is little prospect of 
any special rates being granted for the 
Conference, or of being able to secure a 
fare that will be much, if any, less than 
twice the one-way rate, plus the eight per 
cent war tax. Still the fares from New 
England, the middle states, and the mid- 
dle west, will be found quite reasonable, 
and as far as can now be predicted the 
summer service will be about as in former 
years. Probably no special train service 
will 'be allowed, though the Travel commit- 
tee hopes to secure certain concessions, 
such as a special section of train from Chi- 
cago and Pullmans from Boston. Pullman 
reservations will be made for party use, 
and this year the war tax of ten per cent 
on seats, or berths, must be added to the 
usual rates. 



STANDARD LINE RAILROAD RATES 
TO SARATOGA 

Below are given the one-way through 
railroad fares, as at present in force, tax 
of eight per cent included. 

New York City $4.54 

(Round trip $8.62) 

Philadelphia 7.53 

Washington 11.20 

Boston 5.49 

♦Chicago 22.17 

St. Louis 26.64 

Milwaukee 24.38 

St. Paul and Minneapolis 32.43 

Cincinnati 19.33 

Detroit 17.12 

Cleveland 14.26 

Buffalo 9.29 



■From Chicago and other mid- western 
points, including all cities shown below Chi- 
cago on this table, a rate of about $2.00 less 
than price given is made on differential 
lines. 



New York Party 

Mr. C. H. Brown of the Brooklyn Pub- 
lic Library (26 Brevoort Place, Brooklyn) 
will have charge of the New York special 
party, and the plan is to leave New York 
City Sunday night, June 30, at about 6:30 
o'clock, by the Albany night boat, transfer- 
ring from boat to train for Saratoga at 
the dock in Albany. Due to arrive at Sara- 
toga about 8:30 a.m., Monday, July 1. 

Pare from New York to Saratoga on the 
night 'boat is $3.43 one way (round trip 
$6.59), but by use of a ten-party ticket, 
can be reduced to $3.10. 

Staterooms (accommodating two per- 
sons) are $1.50 and up; or 75 cents and 
up for each person, plus ten per cent war 
tax. 

Inasmuch as travel is very heavy at the 
time of the Conference, and as this year's 
travel accommodations may be less than 
formerly, reservations should be made for 
stateroom berths on the boat not later than 
June 10, and as much earlier as possible. 
Make reservations through Mr. C. H. 
Brown, remitting to him one-half the price 
of stateroom ticket (plus tax of ten per 
cent) and also the amount of party ticket. 

Those attending from points which 
would bring them through New York City 
are cordially invited to join the New York 
party and make reservations through Mr. 
Brown. 

From New York several options are avail- 
able for those not desiring to join the 
party. The New York Central railroad has 
service at frequent intervals, taking five 
hours for the trip, but a change of trains 
will in most cases have to be made in the 
Albany depot. 

The Day Line boat to Albany leaves 
about 8:30 a. m. (Sunday excepted), which 
would not get delegates to Saratoga until 
about 8 p.m. (Rates by day boat will 
probably be about $4.00.) 



BULLETIN 



New England Party 

A special party will be planned from 
Boston, leaving South Station July 1 at 
10 a.m. (Framingham, 10:38; Worcester, 
11:15; Springfield, 12:40 noon; Pittsfield, 
2:30) arriving at Albany at 3:48 p. m. and 
at Saratoga at 6:05 p.m. in time for the 
opening session that evening. 

Parlor car seats, Boston to Albany, $1.10, 
including tax; and if enough apply, the 
parlor car can probably run through to 
Saratoga. 

Register for the trip with Mr. F. W. 
Faxon, 83 Francis Street, Back Bay, Bos- 
ton, stating whether or not parlor car seat 
is desired. Fare, Boston to Saratoga, one 
way, including tax, $5.49. 

Chicago Party 

If a special train is not permitted us this 
year, we hope at least to run as a sep- 
arate section, provided enough applications 
are received to warrant it. If not, Pull- 
mans for our exclusive use will be available 
en a regular train. 



Mr. John F. Phelan, of the Chicago Public 
Library, will be in charge of the Chicago 
party, and reservations should be made 
through him. 

The journey from Chicago to Saratoga 
will take about twenty-two hours, and full 
details of the party movement will be an- 
nounced later. Although there is no pros- 
pect of any summer excursion rate better 
than twice the one-\vay fare, we shall an- 
nounce later possible circle tours on the 
return journey. 

POST-CONFERENCE OMITTED 

It is not deemed wise this year to sched- 
ule any post-conference trip, but the Travel 
committee would call attention to the 
proximity to Saratoga of Lake George, 
Lake Champlain, Plattsburgh, Ticonderoga, 
the Adirondack mountains and Lake Plac- 
id. From Albany it is but a short trip to 
the heart of the Catskill mountains, or to 
the beautiful Berkshire hills of Massachu- 
setts. 

TRAVEL COMMITTEE, 

F. W, Faxon, Chairman. 



LIBRARY WAR SERVICE 



The energy of the Association is cen- 
tered on the Library War Service. Hun- 
dreds of librarians, from coast to coast, are 
engaged in some part of the large task of 
furnishing reading material to the sol- 
diers and sailors of the United States. The 
work is being conducted under the gen- 
eral direction of Dr. Herbert Putnam, li- 
brarian of Congress, and headquarters are 
at the Library of Congress, where a staff 
of about twenty-five are devoting their en- 
tire time to the service. 

War Library Bulletin, vol. 1, no. 4 
(January, 1918) which was distributed to 
about 6,000 libraries, sets forth the status 
of the work, which is summarized on the 
cover page as follows: 

1. — A fund of more than a million and a 
half dollars has been raised for the pur- 
chase of books, the erection of buildings 
and the administration of the service. 



2. — More than half a million books have 
been donated by the public, sorted and la- 
beled by the librarians and shipped to 
camps, forts, training stations and naval 

vessels. 

3. — A hundred thousand books, mostly 
non-fiction, have been purchased for the 
camp libraries. 

4. — Thirty-three library buildings have 
teen erected, or are nearing completion, 
from the $320,000 given by the Carnegie 
Corporation for this purpose; and a thirty- 
fourth at Great Lakes Naval Training Sta- 
tion made possible by an anonymous gift 
of $10,000. 

5. — Seventy-nine men, mostly trained and 
experienced librarians, have been placed in 
camps as librarians and assistants. In ad- 
dition, there are many more employed in a 
subsidiary capacity. 

6. — Hundreds of other librarians, both 
men and women, are giving some time ev- 
ery day to this work. 



